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CHE new spirit in religion is 
rapidly making itself felt. 
This spirit is partly the 
result of the historical and scientific 
study of religion, but it is more 
definitely due to the transfer of 
control from ecclesiastical to secular 
powers in our day. These two move- 
ments together have largely dis- 
credited appeals to an authority 
which may not be criticized. The 
historical study of any religion re- 
veals points of weakness as well as 
of power. The historically minded 
man cannot take over a religion 
in toto. The religious inheritance of 
any generation must be criticized 
and, if possible, improved. Secular 
government in our day means the 
disestablishment of the church. 
Men are free to refuse allegiance to 
any form of religion, if that religion, 
in their judgment, does not deserve 
support. 

Religion today is facing a chal- 
lenge. It can no longer assume any 
position of special privilege. It can- 
not disfranchise or penalize or ostra- 
cize those who refuse to recognize its 
authority. For better or for worse, 
it is now estopped from organizing 
the world under ecclesiastical con- 
trol. With the past suggesting such 
control, it often finds itself unpleas- 
antly on the defensive. 

Is religion worth supporting? 

This is the real question to be faced. 
The defence which religion must 



make is a practical one. In the 
language of the commercial world, it 
must sell itself. Interpretations 
which do not meet this practical 
demand seem "academic" in our age. 
Under the pressure of this practical 
test a creative movement of extraor- 
dinary significance is taking place 
within the field of religion. A new 
kind of literature is growing up. 
New methods of religious appeal are 
being perfected. The attempt to 
discover what is really worth while in 
religion enables it to slough off many 
outgrown ideas and customs, and to 
address itself in singlemindedness to 
the religious needs of the present. 

The vital issues in modern religion 
are to be understood in the light of 
this challenge. The prevalent 
method of basing theological doc- 
trines on religious experience is a 
response to the challenge. The 
strong movements toward church 
unity or Christian co-operation are 
largely due to the suspicion that our 
present sectarian divisions are not 
worth the price which we are paying. 
On mission fields we are witnessing 
portentous demands on the part of 
native Christians for freedom from 
foreign suzerainty. The next few 
years will witness a reorganization of 
the missionary enterprise in response 
to this demand. The organizations 
which deal with the religious life of 
people everywhere embody eager and 
ingenious efforts to meet the needs of 
living youth. 
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We are entering upon a great 
creative epoch in religion. Up to the 

present, men have been confused 
because they felt that they ought 
both to conserve the past unchanged 
and to meet the needs of living men. 
Thanks to historical study, we now 
see that vital religion is always 
readapting itself to the demands of 
growing life. The scholars in the 
realm of religion have furnished 
material which can now be used 
constructively in the further develop- 
ment of religion itself. As men 
increasingly come to use this material 
at their disposal the power of the new 
religious spirit will become more and 
more evident. The next few years 
should furnish many significant 
expressions of this creative religion, 
and those periodicals which are in 
touch with modern movements of 
thought should furnish plenty of 
interesting and thought-provoking 
articles. 
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in this issue of the Journal? 

Rev. C. W. Emmet, of University 
College, Oxford, England, is the 
author of The Eschatological Question 
in the Gospels; and Other Studies in 
Recent New Testament Criticism, and 
other important works. — A. Eustace 
Haydon occupies the chair of Com- 
parative Religion in the University 
of Chicago. — Abraham Cronbach is a 



professor in the Hebrew Union Col- 
lege, Cincinnati, Ohio. — S. F. Mac- 
Lennan is professor of Philosophy 
and Comparative Religion in the 
Oberlin Graduate School of The- 
ology. — William H. Leach is pastor 
of the Walden Presbyterian Church 
of Buffalo, New York. 



IN OUR NEXT ISSUE 

Who Is Enriched by the "Enrichment 
of Worship ?" by Professor George 
A. Coe, is a searching analysis of 
the meaning of the present-day 
trend toward ritual. 

Where Has Psychology Left Religion ? 
by Professor George M. Stratton, 
of the University of California, 
discusses questions which are being 
widely raised. 

A Valuation of the Hastings Ency- 
clopaedia of Religion and Ethics 
will be made by eight specialists 
in the various fields covered in 
this monumental work. 

The Christian Doctrine of Nature, 
by Professor Edward C. Moore, 
of the Harvard Divinity School, 
is an unusually suggestive con- 
tribution on a subject which is of 
widespread interest today. 

The usual comprehensive survey of 
recent publications will appear. 



